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SUBWAY  PROBLEM  SOLVED 


New  York's  subway  problem  is  solved.  The  solution 
lies  in  a  subway  loop  connecting  the  Seventh  Avenue  and 
Lexington  Avenue  lines  at  four  points  instead  of  two. 

When  those  two  subway  routes  and  the  shuttle  were 
opened,  there  was  such  a  crush  of  human  beings  in  trans- 
ferring from  one  line  to  the  other  that  the  entire  city  was 
aghast  and  the  cry  was  "This  cannot  last !"  Yet  this  situa- 
tion has  prevailed  for  about  three  years. 

Almost  2,000,000  persons  a  day  ride  in  New  York's 
subways.  Fully  twenty-five  per  cent  of  that  number  find 
it  necessary  to  change  from  one  subway  to  another, 
desiring  to  go  from  the  upper  West  Side  to  the  lower  East 
Side  or  vice  versa.  It  is  true  all  of  them  do  not  use  the 
shuttle.  Those  who  are  able  pay  two  fares  and  oftentimes 
crossover  on  oneof  the  numerous  crosstown  surface  car  lines. 

Is  this  extra  fare,  is  the  danger  of  the  present  shuttle, 
fair  to  the  people  of  New  York?  Real  danger  lies  in  the 
shuttle.  Not  only  are  women  and  children  apt  to.  be 
crushed  or  injured  in  the  mass  that  throngs  the  stations  at 
Times  Square  and  Grand  Central  Station;  not  only  is 
there  great  physical  inconvenience  to  each  passenger  but 
physicians  tell  us  that  the  stifling  air  and  the  dust  raised 
by  many  millions  of  feet  are  a  positive  menace  to  the  city's 
health. 

The  Thirty-fourth  Street  Board  of  Trade  offers  what 
leading  engineers,  traffic  experts,  physicians  and  publicists 
believe  is  the  solution  of  the  problem:  It  is  an  independent 
but  connecting  subway  loop  between  the  two  great  sub- 
ways threading  the  eastern  and  western  side  of  the  city. 
Beginning  at  Thirty-first  or  Thirtieth  Street  and  Fourth 
Avenue,  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  one-track  subway  to 
Seventh  Avenue  at  the  Pennsylvania  Terminal,  then  build 
a  track  parallel  to  the  north  bound  Seventh  Avenue  sub- 
way tracks  to  Times  Square.  The  scheme  calls  for  use  of 
one  of  the  local  tracks  already  constructed  in  Forty-second 
Street  to  Grand  Central  Terminal,  which  is  not  now  used 
by  the  shuttle,  as  well  as  an  unused  track  south  in  Park 
Avenue,  which  extends  almost  to  Thirty-ninth  Street  in 
the  southbound  tunnel  of  the  Lexington  Avenue  line.  By 
completing  this  track  as  far  south  as  Thirty-first  or 
Thirtieth  Street,  an  independent  subway  loop  would  come 
into  existence,  connecting  the  subways  at  Thirty-third 
Street  and  the  Pennsylvania  Stations,  as  well  as  at  the 


present  existing  points  of  connection — Times  Square  and 
Grand  Central.  No  longer  will  hordes  of  passengers  be 
corralled  at  Grand  Central  and  Times  Square  trying  to 
fathom  the  mysteries  of  the  Red  and  Black  Lines,  once 
this  loop  is  started.  Engineering  plans  call  for  the  rapid 
transfer  from  a  loop  local  to  an  up  or  down-town  express 
or  local  at  any  of  the  four  transfer  stations,  the  only  walk 
necessary  being  across  a  platform,  as  at  any  other  express- 
local  subway  station.  The  loop  trains  will  run  in  one 
direction,  two  or  three  minutes  apart,  and  will  in  no  way 
conflict  under  this  plan  with  the  schedules  of  the  Lexington 
Avenue  or  Seventh  Avenue  locals  or  express  trains,  nor  will 
the  proposed  loop  interfere  with  the  present  shuttle  now 
operating  in  Forty-second  Street;  it  will  simply  augment 
the  Forty-second  Street  crosstown  subway  service.  The 
cost  of  this  plan  is  estimated  to  be  about  $4,000,000, 
exclusive  of  easements. 

An  alternate  plan  also  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Public 
Service  Commission.  This  plan  calls  for  the  use  of  the 
northbound  local  track  of  the  Seventh  Avenue  subway  to 
Times  Square,  the  southernmost  of  the  shuttle  tracks  to 
Grand  Central  Station,  the  southbound  local  track  of  the 
Lexington  Avenue  line  to  a  point  below  the  present  Thirty- 
third  Street  station  and  the  construction  of  a  new  subway- 
single  track  in  Thirtieth  or  Thirty-first  Street,  as  in  the 
previous  plan.  The  cost  of  this  type  of  loop  isestimated  at 
between  $1,500,000  and  $2,000,000,  exclusive  of  easements. 

Is  a  subway-  loop  practical  from  traffic,  transportation, 
engineering  and  sanitary  viewpoints?  In  this  issue  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Street  News  will  be  found  statements 
answering  these  questions  by  traffic  and  transportation 
experts,  engineers  and  physicians.  The  Thirty-fourth 
Street  Board  of  Trade,  which  advocates  the  project,  did 
not  decide  to  do  so  until  these  experts  said  it  would  solve 
the  problem. 

Read  their  opinions  and  then  put  your  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  help  put  this  project  over.  It  is  more  your  fight 
than  that  of  any  one  else.  The  city  can  easily  find  the 
money  with  which  to  construct  this  loop  if  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  loop  makes  for  the  health  and  comfort  and 
convenience  of  millions.  You  will  become  convinced  by  a 
brief  study  of  the  plan.  Help  us  to  convince  those  in 
authority  that  the  subway  loop  is  a  municipal  necessity. 


The  Loop  is  Practicable 

Milo  R.  Maltha-,  formerly  Public  Service  Commissioner 
and  one  of  the  best  known  traffic  experts  in  the  country, 
has  made  a  careful  investigation  of  the  proposed  subway 
loop  and  declares  that  it  offers  the  only  solution  to  the 
present  subway  difficulties.  Mr.  Maltbie  has  studied  the 
proposed  criss-cross  subway  system,  that  is,  subway  routes 
from  the  upper  West  Side  to  the  lower  Kast  Side  and  vice- 
versa,  the  proposed  moving  platform  in  Forty-second 
Street  and  numerous  other  proposals,  but  believes  the  loop 
the  most  feasable. 

"The  most  preferable  plan  would  be  to  construct  an 
independent  loop  or  rather  to  complete  a  loop  by  using 
certain  tracks  now  constructed  but  not  used  since  the 
completion  of  the  present  system  and  by  constructing 
additional  tracks"  he  said.  "The  present  southerly  track 
in  Forty-second  Street  would  become  the  part  of  the  loop 
in  that  street  as  it  is  not  used.  In  Fourth  or  Park  Avenue 
there  are  now  six  tracks  for  a  considerable  distance  south 
of  Forty-second  Street,  two  of  which  are  not  used.  One 
already  connects  with  the  southerly  track  in  Forty-second 
Street.  By  extending  the  westernmost  of  these  tracks  to  a 
point  south  of  Thirty -first  Street,  constructing  a  new 
subway  track  in  Thirty-first  or  Thirtieth  Street,  a  direct 
connection  would  be  made  with  the  Pennsylvania  Station. 
There  is  room  beside  the  northbound  Seventh  Avenue 
subway  local  track  to  construct  another,  and  this  done  to 
Times  Square,  the  independent  loop  would  be  existent. 
Another  plan  equally  feasable  is  to  use  the  present  local 
tracks  of  the  Seventh  and  Fourth  Avenue  lines.  The  cost 
would  be  about  half  if  this  .s  done. 

"A  connection  also  could  be  made  by  a  passageway  to 
the  B.  R.  T.  subway  in  Herald  Square  and  to  the  Hudson  & 
Manhattan  tube  station  in  Thirty-third  St  reet,  thus  making 
the  loop  to  serve  thousands  of  passengers  who  daily  travel 
between  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan  and  New  Jersey  and 
Manhattan.  All  of  this  is  practicable  from  an  engineering 
viewpoint,  and  should  cost  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $4,000,000,  exclusive  of  easements." 

Loop  Feasable,  says  Whitney 

Travis  H.  Whitney,  also  formerly  a  member  of  the 
Public  Service  Commission,  and  widely  known  as  a  traffic 
engineer,  has  declared  the  plan  "is  entirely  practicable  and 
feasable  from  an  engineering  point  of  view-.  Such  a  con- 
necting link  would  aid  greatly  in  providing  better  local 
distribution  for  passengers  from  all  sections  of  the  city  and 
afford  added  convenience  to  that  extent." 

Women  Want  the  Loop 

Mrs.  Julian  Heath,  president  of  the  Housewives  League, 
says  that  the  question  of  subway  congestion,  particularly 
at  Times  Square  and  Grand  Central,  due  to  the  operation 
of  the  shuttle,  has  been  discussed  at  many  meetings  of 
women's  clubs  throughout  the  city.  "The  women  of  New 
York  demand  some  solution  of  the  terrible  subway  situa- 
tion," she  said,  "and  the  only  plan  which  seems  to  be 
workable  is  the  subway  loop  proposed  by  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Street  Board  of  Trade.  This  loop  would  surround 
the  greatest  shopping,  business  and  theatrical  district  in 
the  world  and  would  put  all  of  these  great  interests  within 
easy  reach  of  each  other.  That  would  be  a  great  thing  not 
only  for  the  women  who  live  in  Washington  Heights,  the 
Dyckman  section,  Greenwich  Village  and  the  lower  and 
upper  East  Side,  but  for  the  women  of  Brooklyn,  Long 
Island  and  New  Jersey  as  well,  as  I  understand  there  will 


be  provided  easy  connections  with  the  B.  R.  T.  subway  to 
Brooklyn  and  the  Hudson  &  Manhattan  tubes  to  and  from 
New  Jersey." 

Shuttle  Menaces  Health 

Dr.  J.  Gardner  Smith,  one  of  the  best  known  physicians 
in  I  larlem  and  President  of  t  he  I  larlem  Hoard  of  (  ommerce, 
says  that  the  shuttle  in  Forty-second  Street  is  a  menace  to 
the  public  health.  "Thousands  upon  thousands  of  jktsoiis 
fight  their  way  through  the  shuttle  every  day"  he  said. 
"These  persons  breathe  all  sorts  of  breaths,  kick  up  all  sorts 
of  dust  in  the  poorly  ventilated  tunnel  and  it  is  a  wonder 
to  me  why  the  healt  h  of  t  he  city  in  general  is  as  good  as  it  is. 
The  shuttle  would  make  it  very  difficult  to  stamp  out  any- 
epidemic  should  it  once  get  Under  way.  I  have  investi- 
gated the  subway  loop  proposed  by  the  Thirty-fourth 
Street  Hoard  of  Trade  and  personally  approve  of  the 
scheme  very  much  because  I  believe  it  offers  the  solution 
to  the  subway  problem,  It  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
people  of  Harlem  because  it  will  so  distribute  traffic  that 
one  may  go  with  ease  to  either  the  lower  Kast  or  West  Side 
without  paying  one  or  more  fares.  I  know  working  people, 
women  in  particular  who  can  ill  afford  two  fares  who  pay 
them  just  to  avoid  the  terrible  crush  in  the  shuttle.  The 
new  shuttle  will  bound  a  great  business,  hotel,  theatrical 
and  shipping  section — a  part  of  the  city  where  women  often 
take  their  children,  and  it  is  extremely  bad  for  the  health  of 
our  youngsters  to  have  to  ride  in  the  shuttle  crushes.  Yet 
they  must  do  this  if  they  go  to  one  or  more  of  the  stores, 
hotels  or  theatres  in  the  district  bounded  by  the  proposed 
shuttle.  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  single  taxpayer  who  would 
object  to  the  appropriation  of  $4,000,000  to  build  this 
loop." 

"Shuttle  Dread"  is  New  Disease 

John  H.  Kggers,  a  well  known  business  man,  has  his 
office  in  the  Times  Building  and  his  New  York  home  in  a 
hotel,  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Thirty-third  Street. 
He  says  he  suffers  from  a  disease  which  he  calls  "shuttle 
dread,"  so  that  in  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  weather,  he 
walks  to  and  from  his  office,  although  subway  rails  run 
from  his  office  door  to  that  of  his  hotel;  the  rails  are  there 
but  the  trains  and  proper  connections  are  not. 

"I  used  to  leave  my  office  and  dive  into  the  subway  at 
Times  Square,"  he  said.  "  At  first  I  was  utterly  lost.  Then 
I  began  to  study  the  black  and  green  lines.  This  taught  me 
how  to  get  a  shuttle  train,  out  no  amount  of  mental  acumen 
could  banish  the  thousands  upon  thousands  of  persons  who 
blocked  my  way.  After  about  five  minutes  of  fight  I 
would  get  on  a  shuttle  train,  and,  packed  like  a  sardine, 
arrive  at  Grand  Central  Station.  I  would  arrive  home 
black  and  blue  as  a  result  of  my  black  and  green  experi- 
ences. The  average  time  of  the  train  trip  was  over  twenty 
minutes;  my  walking  time  averaged  fifteen.  The  distance 
is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  I  acquired  what  so 
many  thousands  in  New  York  City  have,  'shuttle  dread'; 
a  nervous  aversion  to  subway  crowds  and  'waits.' 


Endorsement 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Association  of  New  York 
has  endorsed  the  subway  loop  plan. 


/AVER* 


"FOLLOW  THE  DOTTED  LINE" 

It  shows  the  Proposed  New  Loop 
Solving  the  Subway  Problem 


Trains  run  in  one  direction  continuously  around  the  loop 


Dotted  line:  Proposed  route  of  subway  loop. 

Arrows:    Direction  of  local  loop  trains  running  two  or  three  minutes  apart. 
Stars:  Present  transfer  points. 
Asterisk:  New  transfer  points. 


Advantages  of  the  Subway  Loop 


1.  It  provides  a  direct  connection  by  subway,  without 

charge,  between  the  Grand  Central  Terminal  district  and 

the  Pennsylvania  Terminal  district .  These  (list  rid  s  are  the 
centers  of  the  principal  hotels  and  retail  stores  of  the  city, 
in  addition  to  having  within  them  the  two  greatest  railroad 
terminals  in  the  world. 

2.  It  would  provide  an  easy  means  of  transferring 
between  the  subway  systems,  on  the  East  and  West  Side. 

3.  It  would  decentralize  the  transferring  of  subway 
passengers  at  the  two  points  now  used,  Times  Square  and 
the  Grand  Central  Stations,  by  providing  four  points  of 
transfer  instead  of  the  two  as  at  present.  This  woidd  draw 
away  from  Times  Square  a  large  number  of  passengers 
who  now  transfer  there,  who  desire  to  go  from  the  Easl 
Side  subway,  at  or  above  the  Grand  Central  Terminal,  to 
points  on  the  West  Side  subway  at  or  below  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Terminal.  Transfer  could  be-  made  under  this  plan 
at  the  Thirty-third  Street  Station  of  the  East  Side  subway 
and  at  the  Pennsylvania  Station  of  the  West  Side  subway. 

4.  It  would  give  an  entirely  new  means  of  transfer, 
oilier  than  at  Times  Square  Station  to  those  who  desire  to 
go  from  points  on  the  West  Side  subway,  at  or  below  the 
Pennsylvania  Terminal,  to  point  son  the  East  Side  subway 
at  or  above  the  Grand  Central  Terminal,  and  would  very 
much  relieve  Times  Square  Station.  Transfer  could  be 
made  under  this  plan  at  the  Penn-ylvania  Station  instead 
of  Times  Square  Station. 

5.  It  would  give  an  entirely  new  means  of  transfer  at 
Thirty-third  Street  for  passengers  coming  from  the  business 
set  I  ions  on  the  East  Side  subway,  at  or  below  Thirty-third 
Street,  who  could  cross  to  the  West  Side  subway  through 
Thirty-first  or  Thirtieth  Street,  and  completely  avoid  the 
two  changes  now  made  by  such  passengers  at  Grand 
Central  and  Times  Square  Stations.  This  would  materially 
relieve  these  two  congested  points. 


6.  It  would  provide  a  connection,  with  only  one  change 
of  cars,  at  Times  Square  Station,  instead  of  two  as  required 
at  present ,  for  passengers  coming  downtown  from  the  upper 
West  Side,  who  desire  to  reach  the  shopping  district  on  the 
East  Side  near  Thirty-third  Street  or  on  Fifth  Avenue 
below  Thirty-eighth  Street. 

7.  There  are  other  sections  of  the  city  in  which  the 
traffic  is  heavy  only  during  the  rush  hours.  The  territory 
to  be  served  by  the  Subway  Eoop  has  a  continuous  and 
heavy  demand  for  transportation  facilities  day  and  night, 
as  it  is  more  frequented  by  the  travelling  public,  hotel  and 
theatre  patrons,  and  shoppers,  than  other  sections,  and 
consequently  more  traffic  originates  in  and  seeks  that 
territory  than  is  the  case  in  other  sections  where  the  traffic 
is  of  great  volume  only  within  a  few  hours.  The  demand 
for  transportation  facilities  in  this  territory  is,  therefore, 
greater  than  elsewhere  and  at  the  present  rate  of  traffic 
increase,  the  relief  which  such  a  system  as  the  Subway  Loop 
will  furnish  will  be  an  absolute  necessity.  i 

S.  It  is  the  belief  that  convenient  and  rapid  irfeans  of 
transfer  in  this  important  business  area  will  tend  to 
develop  the  district  lying  on  all  sides  of  and  between  the 
two  great  railroad  terminals,  as  a  center  of  the  hotel, 
department  store,  theatre  and  related  business  district. 
Hundreds  of  millions  are  now  invested  in  the  district  in 
such  enterprises,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  real  estate 
involved  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  city  as  a  whole,  and 
will  give  a  permanency  to  the  character  of  occupancy  which 
will  help  make  investment  in  New  York  real  estate  more 
attractive.  It  will  give  stability  and  strength  to  the 
assessed  value  of  the  vast  investments  in  real  estate  in  this 
territory,  on  which  the  city  depends  for  much  of  its 
revenues. 

9.  The  plan  contemplates  a  transfer  of  passengers  and 
not  of  trains  and  will  not  interfere  with  through  service  on 
the  main  subway  lines. 


